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Objective: 

In accordance with the New York Company policy of being able to contribute positively and correctly at 
events, this document was created to establish the proper clothing for portraying the French Canadian 
Milice during the French and Indian War.  This impression could be quite interesting in that we will be 
learning to drill with commands given in French.  Most of the tactics used by the Milice are the same as 
those used by the rangers.  This document contains several photos of Milice that will give the reader an idea 
of the clothing worn?   

 
Basic Uniform: 
Headwear 

Scarf (Foulard) - Silk, linen, or cotton scarf of solid dark color as black, brown, or dark blue or red, this 
piece of cloth was about 36 to 42 inches squared. Folded into a triangle and placed over the head and tied in 
the back. The Milice of the New York Company are encouraged to use black as their choice of color.  
However, other colors will suffice. 

Cap (Toque) - Knitted cap without tassel which folds down upon itself. Common colors were red, scarlet 
(dark red), as well as brown, gray and even white. Blue for was color for the Milice. Each color was 
generally for an area.  

Tricorne (Le Chapeau) - The French tricorne hat was made of black felt and was cocked up evenly on all 
three sides. The sides are held with two vertical black cords, or in some cases trade silver pins. A black bow- 
style cockade is on the left side. The hat is trimmed in various colors, or not at all. Military units often used 
colored trim to denote the type of unit to which the individual is assigned.  

Other appropriate head cover can be worn.  The participant may have gotten the item as part of booty taken 
from the enemy. 

Coat (Capot) –A wrap around coat made with the cut of the French style Justaucorps, having large boot cuffs. 
These cuffs often had wool covered buttons on them. This coat has a single wool covered button on the right 
shoulder to close the front of the coat. This coat extended to the knee or below. 
 
Waist Sash –Woven wool belt worn around the waist to hold the capot closed. Worn also around the shirt in 
warmer weather to hold the belt knife and ax. This should be about three inches wide. The length of the sash is 
your waist measurement plus about 16 to 18 inches, beyond which there is a fringe of about 10 to 11 inches on 
each end of the sash. These may also be of a solid colored center with an edge of another color about 3/8ths of an 
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inch on each side of the center color. The fringe is taken into pieces of three or multiples of three and braided to 
strengthen it from damage in the woods. Common colors were red, scarlet red, gray, black, and brown. 

 
Shirt (La Chemise) –Natural white cotton cut in the French style. Linen may also be used in lee of cotton. 
Long to the knee or often below the knee with full body and sleeves. They were large, loose and generally one 
size, usually constructed of linen, with narrow cuffs with the back longer than the front. No ruffles or lace on the 
common shirt. The collar is short and will be covered by the stock. Buttons should be made of bone or shell.  
Since we as rangers wear the same type of shirt but in other colors than white, these shirts are acceptable. 
 
Breeches (La Culottes) –Made of tanned deer hide, linen, or canvas cut in the French style (buttoning up the 
front without the fall). These came below the knee where they were buttoned or tied. Fit snug in the leg but full 
in the seat for movement. 
 
Breechclout (Brayet) –A strip of wool about 10 inches wide that was worn between the legs and brought up 
front and back to cover the groin are in place of breeches. Average length of this cloth is about 60 to 70 inches 
depending on the height of the wearer. Breech cloth would be unique. Most of us would be wearing breeches, 
slops, or even trousers but a Breech cloth is not out of the question. 
 
Waistcoat (La Veste) – The French waistcoat was always sleeved which made it a very useful and versatile 
garment.  Some of the waistcoats were made so that the sleeves could be removed in warmer weather.  The 
sleeves were laced to the body of the coat.  Since this was done, some may wish to wear their wais coats as well.   
 
Gaiters & Leggings   - Used to protect the lower legs from thorns, brush, and general wear in the field.  

Gaiters (Le Guetres) were generally made of heavy canvas duck with ten to twelve black horn buttons. The 
top of the gaiters should come to mid-thigh and the top five button spaces should have buttonholes through 
both sides to allow buttoning to the five buttons on the breeches legs. At the bottom should be a leather or 
canvas stirrup to hold the gaiter under the foot.  
 
Leggings (Mitasses) – Center seam Indian style leggings are also acceptable when worn with moccasins "on 
duty."  The dimensions of the wool leg coverings go from the ankle to about a hands width above the knee. 
These were some times made of deer hide too. Common colors were white, red, dark blue, brown, and gray. 
These leggings had a side seem sewn with a double flap of excess material about three fingers in width.  

 
Leg Ties –Garters to hold up the leggings, they were woven the same color scheme as the waist sash. They were 
the diameter of your leg just above the knee and about two inches wide with an additional eight to nine inches of 
fringe at each end of the leg ties. Just like the sash, this fringe is braided to strength. These garters are tied on 
the outside of the leg just below the knee. 
 
Stockings (La Bas) – These were woolen worsted.  After 1722, the stockings were not knitted but made from 
cut cloth leaving a seam up the back of the leg.   Most of the reenactors (Milice) have cotton stockings that are 
covered by the leggings (in most cases).  The stockings you use for the rangers will be acceptable for the Milice. 
 
Footwear 

Shoes (les Souliers) –Black leather shoes of the period with or without period style buckles.  
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Indian Moccasins (Souliers des Sauvages) –Leather foot coverings made in the Natives Fashion from deer 
or cow hide.  

 
Additional Items Carried By The Milice 
 

French Haversack (See picture). A sack approximately 35 inches by 22 inches with leather 
strap attached to both sides of the bag allowing the top to become a flap and naturally 
draping over the bag. The strap was buckled across the front and the worn under the left 
arm 
 
Knives (Couteaux) were commonly carried, one hanging around the neck, one at the waist 
in the sash, and one attached on the outside of the leg in the leg tie. These should all have a sturdy leather 
sheath, and for extra precaution we suggest having a leather thong attached to your belt and sheath. 
 
Milice wore a powder horn and shooting pouch, not a cartridge box. The horn was commonly 12 to 14 
inches long in this period and the pouch was made of a sturdy hide such as cow or pig. These were hand 
sewn, and not laced and had a good flap for protection.  
 
A belt ax or a tomahawk (Casse-tête)  was also a common tool carried by the Milice. This too should be in a 
sturdy leather sheath for safety. 
 
A canteen was commonly carried. These were often made from a dried gourd and hung around the neck 
and shoulder with a leather thong. A leather covered bottle with a cork stopper is also fine, as is the period 
tin canteens. The canteens are best covered with leather or wool.  

 
Other Items 

A blanket of wool was carried even in the summer months, generally tied in a tump line and in winter: a 
bear hide, a waistcoat, and mittens were added. Other items included an awl, needles and thread, extra 
flints, a cleaning worm for their gun. A comb, small cloth or leather pouches with dried meat, fruits, corn, 
and nuts. 

 
Firearms 

The most common firearm of the French Milice was the Tulle Fusil which was a hunting smoothbore 
firearm of the period. There has been no documentation of French Milice carrying rifles of any kind.  
 
Since our unit does basically British Rangers and Light infantry, it could be argued that the Milice picked 
up British firearms from the dead on a battlefield or traded for it.   The King’s Arms (Model 1 or 2) would 
not be desired by the Milice but I am sure that some of them carried them just as did the Rangers.  Your 
present musket will be considered acceptable for this impression. 

 
Adornments 

The wearing of trade silver, feathers and paint are not documented. However some milice were at one time 
traders and may have had some tattoos about the wrist, arm, and leg areas. These would be of a period 
Indian nature. A rosary or a beaded necklace was also sometimes worn about the neck. Beaded knife sheaths 
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were in existence, but were only lightly beaded such as along the edge of the sheath. Ribbon and beads on 
breechclouts, moccasins, and leggings were very minimal and not common. 
 
Hair was often long and tied in a queue with a strip of leather or ribbon. French men of this period were 
clean shaven. 
 
In the warmer months when snakes were common, a small leather pouch with a linen lining was filled with 
salt and worn about the neck or carried by a leather thong attached at the sash. Mixed with saliva to form a 
thick paste, then the salt was applied to the wound to draw out the poison. 

 
 
Milice Ste. Jean       

Milice de la Belle Riviere 
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